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In mid-June, the Central America Information Bulletin reported that the CIA had prepared a plan
for domestic destabilization in Nicaragua through the financing and manipulation of political
parties and associations, mass media, and sectors of the Catholic Church hierarchy. According to
anonymous diplomatic sources in Mexico City closely tied to the US government and intelligence
community, the plan emphasizes encouraging internal opposition groups to engage in acts of civil
disobedience against the government with the aim of provoking a repressive response on the part of
the authorities, and spiraling domestic conflict leading to civil strife. A principal means for carrying
out the destabilization campaign is selective funding for opposition leaders channeled through
the US government-financed National Endowment for Democracy (NED). Among recent NED
grants made public was $20,000 to the "Nicaraguan Democratic Coordinator" (Coordinadora), a
coalition of conservative parties, business groups, political associations and small trade unions.
The destabilization plan reportedly contains a strong psychological component, implemented
through the identification and exploitation of sensitive and politically volatile national themes,
the exploitation of grievances and social problems, and outright propaganda to foment unrest and
discredit the Sandinistas. This agitation is expected to create conditions under which large numbers
of Nicaraguans will participate in civil disobedience and other street actions. Sources say La Prensa
would play an important role as the mouthpiece for such activities. Another component of the plan
is the promotion of ongoing visits to Nicaragua by members of the US Congress to participate in
marches and demonstrations and act as "witnesses" to Sandinista "repression." Next, Catholic
Church leaders have reportedly been approached by rightwing politicians to draw up pastoral
letters related to themes targeted by the campaign. [Basic data from Central America Information
Bulletin, 06/15/88 (Nicaragua)]
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